
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 4th, 2024 

 

Cathy Engelbert 

Commissioner  

Women's National Basketball Association 

645 Fifth Avenue 

New York, NY 10022 

 

 

Dear Commissioner Engelbert, 

 

Like many Hoosiers, I have watched in admiration as the Indiana Fever have captivated a 

national audience following their selection of Caitlin Clark as the first overall pick in the 2024 

WNBA draft. As a father, it has been heartening to see my three young daughters more excited 

about and inspired by the WNBA than ever before. 

 

As you know, Clark has shattered on court and viewership records for women’s basketball. 

Unfortunately, since joining the WNBA, Clark’s exceptionalism has been met with resentment 

and repeated attacks from fellow players. 

 

During the Fever’s win over the Chicago Sky on Saturday, Chennedy Carter went out of her way 

to knock Clark to the floor while neither player had the ball. Further, the excessive attack was 

visibly cheered on and supported by Carter’s teammate Angel Reese.  

 

Indiana is a basketball state. We don’t wince at aggressive defense, but this was not an example 

of playing “tough”; it was a cheap shot that could have resulted in an injury and should not be 

tolerated.  

 

While the foul was retroactively upgraded to a flagrant, there appears to be no further 

punishment for Carter or the Chicago Sky organization beyond fines related to a lack of media 

appearances after the game.  

 

Every data point shows, when Caitlin Clark plays, more people watch and what they are seeing 

right now is a league that refuses to hold hostile players accountable and enforce their own rules 

of sportsmanship.  

 



It is not only a disservice to Clark and the Indiana Fever, it’s a disservice to the millions of young 

girls who are watching with dreams of playing in the WNBA one day.  

 

In a 2019 interview with The Athletic, you said that one of the “three pillars” you were focused 

on was the “player experience,” including “health and well-being, wellness, mental health and all 

that.” 

 

I believe you meant it back then and you have a chance to prove it now.  

 

As such, I request answers to the following questions by next Friday, June 14th, 2024: 

 

• What steps is the WNBA taking to curb excessive physical targeting of specific players? 

• Will individual organizations be held responsible for allowing players with histories of 

violence to physically target their competitors? 

• Do you believe that WNBA players repeatedly diminishing the talents of their fellow 

players is beneficial to the leagues’ overall success?  

• Do you believe that it is inspiring to young female athletes to see players like the 

Indiana’s Caitlin Clark physically targeted for her success? 

 

Thank you for your work in growing women’s basketball. I look forward to your response.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

Jim Banks 

 


